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Weekend Mass Schedule

Weekday Mass Schedule

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. Sunday: 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

M 6:30 p.m. T-W-F 8:00 a.m.

The Second Sunday of Advent

December 4, 2016

SCHEDULE FOR
Dec. 10 & 11
Saturday 4:30

Saturday, Dec. 3 Vigil for the Second Sunday of Advent
4:30 p.m.

Ronald C. Smith (Carol Smith)

Sunday, Dec. 4 Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m.

Elaine Rippe (Rippe Family)

10:30 a.m.

People of the Parish

Mon. Dec. 5

Sacristan: Georgia Curran
Server:
Lector:

Keith Giessler
Linda Bova

EM:

Kevin Harris, Karen Kohrman

Sunday 8:00

Advent Weekday

6:30 p.m.

Mary Gottmer 10th Death Remembrance (Sue, Sally & Bob)

Tues. Dec. 6

Advent Weekday

8:00 a.m.

Walter Arling (Arling Family)

Wed. Dec. 7

Sacristan: Bob Schroer
Server:

Cliff Reifel

Lector:

Don Capannari, Marsha Bayes

EM:

Elaine Fuell, Linda Capannari

St. Ambrose

8:00 a.m.

Sunday 10:30

Dorothy Sweeney (Parish Staff)

Thurs. Dec. 8 The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 a.m.

People of the Parish

7:00 p.m.

People of the Parish

Fri. Dec. 9

Advent Weekday

8:00 a.m.

Sacristan: Kathy Mayer
Server:

Keith Giessler

Lector:
EM:

Warren Bertsch, Nellie Walling
Ann Nickolas, John Graf,
Jenny Graf, Glen Graf

In Honor of the Dedication of Our Church

Saturday, Dec. 10 Vigil for the Third Sunday of Advent
4:30 p.m.

Esther Borgman Birthday Remembrance (C. Jan Borgman)

Sunday, Dec. 11 Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m.

Diane Gottmer (Tom & Mary Ann Sweeney & Family)

10:30 a.m.

People of the Parish

Holy Cross-Immaculata Parish Ringing of Bells
Sat.

Dec. 10

In Memory of Michael Kirch
(Crowley Family)

Sun.

Dec. 11

For All Retired Religious
(Sr. Cookie Crowley)

Envelopes (100)

November 26 & 27 2016

Sunday Collection

$6,518.00

$3,118.30

EFT/CreditCard

$1,076.60*

$1,076.60*

Votive

$215.50

$227.00

Other Revenue

$125.00

$ 660.00 + $4000*

$7,935.10

Christmas Mass Schedule
Saturday, December 24, 2016

Nativity of the Lord, Vigil of Christmas
Vigil Mass at 4:30PM

Nativity of the Lord, Christmas Day

Envelopes (95)

Total Regular Revenue

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mass Schedule: 8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 25, 2016

COLLECTION REPORT
November 19 & 20 2016

Holy Day of Obligation Thursday, Dec. 8

$9,081.90

*We received a bequest from the estate of Fr. Stan Neiheisel in
the amount of $4,000. Fr. Stan was a beloved Pastor of
Holy Cross-Immaculata for many years. May he rest in peace!

Carols:11:30 p.m.
Mass at Midnight .
Mass during the Day – 10:30 a.m.
No 8:00 a.m. Mass
Saturday, December 31, 2016

Vigil - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
4:30 p.m.
Sunday, January 1, 2017

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Second Collection: December 10th and 11th
Historically, Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests - known collectively
as women and men religious - received small stipends that just met the needs of the
day. Any surplus funds were reinvested in ministry and the education of younger
members.
During the early and mid-twentieth centuries, the Catholic Church in the United States experienced a
surge in vocations to religious life with numbers peaking in the mid-1960s. Care for elderly members was
provided largely by younger ones. Over time, however, the number of vocations decreased while lifespans
increased. Far fewer younger members are now available to support the retirement and eldercare and
needs of senior members.
As a result, hundreds of U.S. religious communities lack adequate retirement savings. Like many
Americans, religious communities face the monumental challenge of funding eldercare. Currently, the
average annual cost of care for women and men religious past the age 70 is $41,214 per person and in
2016 68% of religious communities members will have a median of age 70 or older. Skilled care can
reach more than $63,000.
The total cost of care for senior women and men religious in the United States has exceeded $1 billion
annually for each of the last eight years. Your gift provides for elderly religious by helping to furnish
medications, nursing care, and more. Please support next week’s collection for the Retirement Fund for
Religious and give to those who have given a lifetime to the Church..
Next weekend we will welcome Sister Cookie Crowley, S.C. to share with us how this fund serves our
retired religious.
ADVENT
SPIRITUALITY SERIES

The Prophecies of Isaiah
Wednesday, Dec. 14 & 21
7p.m. Parish Center
with

Fr. Tim Scherer

Evening Vespers
Monday, Dec. 12
7 p.m.

Feast of
Our Lady of
Guadelupe

Be A Secret Santa
For Someone In Need
The HCI Giving Tree is waiting
for Santa’s elves to collect
ornaments. Take an ornament and
make a Christmas wish come true.
Don’t have time to shop? We can help just write a check to HCI and let us do
the rest.
And remember… gifts are
due December 11 - next weekend!

“Light Up
the Steps”
Hundreds of luminaria
will line the steps from
St. Gregory St. to the church.
All are invited to take part in
this new tradition!

December Saints
3

St. Francis Xavier
Saint Francis Xavier, S.J. was born in Javier Kingdom of Navarre (now part of Spain),
and a co-founder of the Society of Jesus. He was a companion of St. Ignatius of Loyola and one of the first seven Jesuits who
took vows of poverty and chastity at Montmartre, Paris, in 1534. He was the first Christian missionary to venture into Japan,
Borneo, the Maluku Islands, and other areas of Asia.
7

St. Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church
At the age of 33 Ambrose had it all - a successful
career as a lawyer, an important position as governor of Milan, the approval and friendship of the emperor and a large estate.
Then the bishop of Milan died. Public order was Ambrose's responsibility as governor so he hurried to the church and made a
impassioned speech in favor of peace. Suddenly, while he was speaking a voice called out, "Ambrose for bishop!" Soon
everyone was shouting, "Ambrose for bishop!" Ambrose immediately gave his property to the poor and put himself under the
instruction of Saint Simplician to learn Scripture and theology.
Ambrose was always more concerned for the poor than for power. Ambrose was one of the four original doctors of the
Church and is the patron saint of Milan. He is notable for his influence on St. Augustine.
9

St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
On December 9, 1531, a native Mexican named Juan Diego rose before
dawn to walk fifteen miles to daily Mass in what is now Mexico City. Juan lived a simple life as a weaver, farmer, and laborer.
That particular morning, as Juan passed Tepeyac Hill, he heard music and saw a glowing cloud encircled by a rainbow. A
woman's voice called him to the top of the hill. There he saw a beautiful young woman dressed like an Aztec princess. She said
she was the Virgin Mary and asked Juan to tell the bishop to build a church on that site. The bishop was kind but skeptical. He
asked Juan to bring proof of the Lady's identity. Before Juan could go back to the Lady he found out his uncle was dying.
Hurrying to get a priest Juan missed his meeting with the Lady. The Lady, however, met him on his path and told him that his
uncle had been cured and that he was to climb to the top of the hill where they first met. Juan was shocked to find flowers
growing in the frozen soil. He gathered them in his cloak and took them at once to the bishop. Juan told the bishop what had
happened and opened his cloak. The flowers that fell to the ground were Castilian roses (which were not grown in Mexico). But
the bishop's eyes were focused on the glowing image of the Lady imprinted inside Juan's cloak. Soon after, a church was built
on the site where our Lady appeared and thousands converted to Christianity. Our Lady of Guadalupe was declared the
patroness of the Americas.
13

St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
This young brave woman lost her life during the persecution of Christians in the
early fourth century. Because people wanted to shed light on Lucy's bravery legends began to crop up. The one that has
passed the test of time tells the story of a young Christian woman who vowed to live her life in service of Christ. Her mother tried
to arrange a marriage for her with a pagan but Lucy devised a plan to convince her mother that Christ was the better partner for
life. After several prayers at the tomb of Saint Agatha, Lucy saw the saint in a dream. St. Agatha told Lucy her mother's illness
would be cured through faith, which Lucy used to persuade her mother to give the dowry money to the poor and allow her to
commit her life to God. The rejected bridegroom was deeply angered and betrayed Lucy's faith to the governor. The governor
attempted to force her into defilement at a brothel but the guards who came to take her away were unable to move her, even
after hitching her to a team of oxen. The guards heaped bundles of wood around her but it wouldn't burn so they finally resorted
to their swords and Lucy met her death. Lucy's legend did not end with her death. According to later accounts, Lucy warned the
governor he would be punished. When the governor heard this he ordered the guards to gouge out her eyes; however, in another
telling it was Lucy who removed her eyes in an attempt to discourage a persistent suitor who greatly admired them. When her
body was being prepared for burial, they discovered her eyes had been restored. Lucy, whose name means "light" or “lucid” is
the patron saint of the blind.
14

Born in Spain in 1542, John learned the importance of
self-sacrificing love from his parents. His father gave up wealth, status and comfort when he married a weaver's daughter
and was disowned by his noble family. After his father died his mother kept the destitute family together as they wandered
homeless in search of work. At fourteen, John took a job caring for hospital patients who suffered from incurable diseases
and madness. It was out of this poverty and suffering that John learned to search for beauty and happiness not in the world,
but in God. After John joined the Carmelite order Saint Teresa of Avila asked him to help her with a reform movement. John
supported her belief that the order should return to its life of prayer. But many Carmelites felt threatened by this reform and
some members of John's own order kidnapped him. He was locked in a cell six feet by ten feet and beaten three times a
week by the monks. There was only one tiny window high up near the ceiling. Yet in that unbearable dark, cold and
desolation his love and faith were like fire and light. He had nothing left but God -- and God brought John his greatest joys in
that tiny cell. After nine months John escaped. Taking only the mystical poetry he had written in his cell he climbed out a
window using a rope made of strips of blankets. He hid from pursuers in a convent infirmary where he read his poetry to the
nuns. From then on his life was devoted to sharing and explaining his experience of God's love. John left us many books of
practical advice on spiritual growth and prayer.

St. John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor of the Church

Peter edited and wrote several volumes on Church history and
theology, he was a delegate to the Council of Trent and reformed the German universities from heresy. Called to Vienna to reform
their university. He couldn't win the people with preaching or fancy words in German, but won their hearts by ministering to the
sick & dying during a plague. Known as the Second Apostle of Germany, he was named a Doctor of the Church.

21

St. Peter Canisius, Priest, Doctor of the Church

St. John of Kanty, Priest
To most Catholics in our country, St. John is an obscure saint. Pope St. John
Paul II had a lifelong devotion to this professor saint. Only 13 miles from the Holy Father’s own birthplace John was born in the
small southern Polish town of Kenty. John assumed directorship of the Theology Department at the Jagiellonian University in
Krakow. John became well known for his generosity & compassion toward the poor, especially the needy students at the
university, helping to care for their spiritual, physical and academic needs. A story is told that once when he was dining a famished
beggar passed the door. John carried out all his food to the man but when he returned to his seat he found his plate again full miraculously. This it is said, was long commemorated at the University by setting aside a special meal for a poor man every day.
23

St. Stephen, The First Martyr Stephen's name means "crown," and he was the first disciple of Jesus to receive the
martyr's crown. He was a deacon in the early Christian Church. The apostles had found that they needed helpers to look after the
care of the widows and the poor. So they ordained seven deacons, Stephen being the most famous. He spoke with such wisdom
and grace that many listeners became followers of Jesus. The enemies of the Church were furious to see how his preaching was
so successful so they got men to lie about him, saying that he had spoken sinfully against God. St. Stephen faced that assembly
of enemies without fear. In fact, the Bible says that his face looked like the face of an angel. They dragged St. Stephen outside the
city of Jerusalem and stoned him to death. He prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!" Then he fell to his knees and begged God
not to punish his enemies for killing him.
26

St. John, Apostle, Evangelist St. John, the son of Zebedee and Salome was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. He
is also considered John the Evangelist, John of Patmos and the Beloved Disciple. John's older brother was St. James the Great,
another of Jesus' Twelve Apostles and referred to them as "Boanerges," meaning "sons of thunder." John is believed to be the
longest living apostle and the only not to die a martyr's death. John was also the only one of the Twelve Apostles who did not
forsake the Savior in the hour of His Passion. He stood faithfully at the cross when the Savior made him the guardian of His
Mother. He is called the Apostle of Charity. St. John is the patron saint of love, loyalty, friendships, and authors.
27

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs Matthew tells the story how Herod was “greatly troubled” when astrologers from the
east came asking the whereabouts of “the newborn King of the Jews” whose star they had seen. They were told that the Jewish
Scriptures named Bethlehem as the place where the Messiah would be born. Herod cunningly told them to report back to him so
that he could also “do him homage.” They found Jesus, offered him their gifts but was warned by an angel to avoid Herod on their
way home. The Holy Family escaped to Egypt. Herod “ordered the massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two
years old and under.” The Holy Innocents are the Patron Saints of babies.
28

St. Thomas Becket, Bishop, Martyr Thomas Becket was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury in 1162. From that day
forward worldly grandeur no longer marked Thomas' way of life. Next to his skin he wore a hairshirt with his customary dress of a
plain black cassock, a linen surplice and a sacerdotal stole about his neck. He lived ascetically spending much time in the
distribution of alms, reading and discussing the Scriptures, visiting the infirmary, and supervising the work of monks. He engaged
in conflict with Henry II, King of England over the rights and privileges of the Church and was murdered by followers of the King in
Canterbury Cathedral.
29

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph Jesus spent 30 of his 33 earthly years in Nazareth. Some spiritual writers
have called these the hidden years because there is so little written about them in the Gospel narratives. However, they reveal the
holiness of ordinary life and shows us how it becomes extraordinary for those baptized into Christ. In the holy residence of
Nazareth Jesus transformed daily family life. Already blessed as God's plan for the whole human race, marriage and the Christian
family has been elevated in Christ to a Sacrament, a vehicle of grace and a sign of God's presence. The Church proclaims that
Christian marriage and the family founded upon it, is a vocation, a response to the call of the Lord. The Holy Family of Jesus,
Joseph and Mary is not only our model, it is the beginning of the new family of the Church.
30

St. Sylvester I, Pope St. Sylvester succeeded St. Melchiades as Bishop of Rome. St. Sylvester was Pope for twentyfour years and eleven months. The Council of Nice was assembled during his reign in the year 325, but he was not able to attend
it in person due to his great age. He died in the year 335.
31

The Advent Wreath

Four candles on a wreath of evergreen is
shaped in a perfect circle to symbolize the eternity of
God. Three purple candles and one rose or pink candle
representing joy are used with one larger white candle
in the middle as the Christ candle.
During each Sunday of Advent we focus on one of
the four virtues Jesus brings us: Hope, Love, Joy and
Peace.
Others consider the lighting of the first candle to
symbolize expectation, the second hope, third joy, and
fourth purity.
The Christ candle is lit on Christmas Eve or
Christmas Day reminding Christians that Jesus is the
light of the world. The wreath continually reminds us
of whom we are called to be as followers of Jesus.

A Christmas Tree Blessing
The use of the Christmas tree is relatively modern.
Before Christianity came to be trees that remained
green all year round were thought to ward off evil
spirits and were special to people during the
winter. It wasn’t until the sixteenth century in
Germany that trees were brought inside and
decorated. According to custom the Christmas
tree is set up before Christmas and may remain in
place until the Solemnity of Epiphany. The lights of
the tree are illuminated after the prayer of
blessing.
Consider adding the blessing tradition to this special Christmas
symbol. You may bless the tree as soon as you put it up or wait until
after you have decorated it. When you are ready to do the blessing,
gather everyone around the tree and designate someone to lead the
following prayer.
Leader: Loving God, we stand before you as we are preparing to
celebrate the birth of your son, Jesus.
(Have everyone extend a hand in a gesture of blessing. Sprinkle holy water on the tree
while praying the following prayer.)

Leader: Bless this tree, this sign of life and freshness and perseverance
in our midst. It stands as a reminder that you are born anew in us each
day. Bless our family and friends as we celebrate this joyous season.
Keep us safe in our travels, kind in our conversations, and gracious in
our giving and receiving. We ask you this in confidence, because we
know you love us. All: Amen.

PARISH COUNCIL & FINANCE COUNCIL REPORT
Each year the expense for our
Christmas décor is offset by your
generous donations to the Christmas Flower
Fund. Donations may be made in honor or in
memory of loved ones and are acknowledged
in our Christmas bulletin and worship aid. You
may also chose to support our Christmas
music ministry - just write “music” on your
envelope.

Envelope users will find envelopes in the
parishioner contribution packets. Dropyour
donation envelope in the collection basket
or at the parish office.
Faith Direct participants can access your
account and select Christmas Flowers then
enter your donation amount. The donation
designation can be placed in the Notes
section.
Visitors may pick up an envelope on the
tables by the doors of the church..
Deadline for acknowledgement in the
Christmas Bulletin is Sunday, Dec. 18th.

A joint meeting of both groups met on Nov. 28 to review
the major fundraising efforts of the parish.
Fr. Len shared with the group the concerns raised by the
Festival Committee specifically the difficulty we face each year to
have enough volunteers.
Fr. Len asked the group for feedback as to whether this
might be the time to consider alternative fundraising projects in
order to accomplish the needs we have and some “dreams” that
have been expressed by parishioners for the future of our
buildings and our ministries.
A consensus was reached by the group to move forward with
the festival in 2017.
We wish to thank Tina Russo who graciously volunteered
to chair the 2017 festival committee.
The planning process will consider changes that will
enable us to have a successful festival that will not only be a major
fundraising project for the parish, but will continue to be an event
that brings people together for fun and fellowship.
The second major decision was to begin the process of
developing a strategic plan for the future of the parish. This plan
will examine the data that has been collected regarding our
actual number of parishioners, the level of financial support we
receive and the needs to maintain the church and parish center as
well as the interest and feasibility of the renovation of the center
and the upkeep of the church and the parish center.
In January, the focus of the work of Parish Council will
center on planning for Good Friday.

We wish to express our deepest sympathy
to the friends and family of

Dorothy Sweeney.

Dorothy was a matriarch of our parish and her passing
has saddened many hearts.
Please include them in your thoughts and prayers.

December Birthdays
1
2

2

4

5
6

7
8
9
10
11
12

Craig Rassi
Genevieve Sandman
Edward Schultz
Michael P. McCafferty
Ryan Xuereb
Bess Platen
Jeffery Schloemer
Coby Sweeney
Jennifer Sweeney
Beckham Hyslop
Vincent Gibley
Jeanne Harper
Jacob Bessler
Molly McDaniel
Eric Oelgoetz
Cherie Linz
Stephen Hancock
Ella Weber
Mick Bryson
Rebecca Stanley
Jacob Wetzel
William Moran
Matthew Wolke
Josh Ruth
Mary Litzinger
Mike Hyslop

14
15
16
17
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26

27
28

29
30

Perry Kaplan
Sondra Vach
Moly Bradfish
Jim Goldschmidt
Roy Kreissl
Sara Germano
Clayton Schroer
Donald Mayer
William Lucchede
Rita Uhlenhake
Debbie Yacchari
Ava Koren
Terrence Murphy
Rachel Nickolas
Joan Barlage
Angela Weber
Alex Hill
Alexandra Hill
Lindsay Frey
John Frey
Molly Luken
Allison Dardinger
Megan McCafferty
Christopher Zitnik
Donald Hoff
Ray Burton

Congratulations to
Join the Hilltoppers for their Christmas event
Tuesday, December 13, 2016. The day will begin
with Mass at 10:00 a.m. followed by a tour at
the Art Museum. The day will end with lunch at
the Museum restaurant. For more information, to
RSVP or arrange for travel call the parish
office.

Allison Calascio
&
Alex Padgett
who were married on
December 3, 2016

