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My Dear Friends in Christ,
Happy New Year! Yes indeed - the First Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of the new
liturgical year for the Church. Pope Francis encourages us to celebrate this season by
balancing work with reflection, busyness with quiet contemplation, celebrations with family
and friends with solitude, and dealing with the daily complexities of life with simplicity. He
says that we can do this by making certain that everything is rooted in Christ. I hope that
your Advent preparations will include celebrating the Eucharist each weekend. Advent
prayer booklets will be available in church to help you in your prayer & reflection.
We are mailing out this newsletter because I want to make sure that all our parishioners
have the chance to read the latest news about things that are taking place in the parish.
We had much to be grateful for last weekend as we celebrated thanksgiving. Our two
major events were very successful. Even with the rainy weather, we estimate that we had
nearly 10,000 people visit our historical church on Good Friday. Last Saturday we had the
first planning meeting for Good Friday 2019. Mike Brill has offered to take on a more active
role for the pre-planning since Tony Baker will be moving to England this month. Mimi and
Pete Prokop have also offered to become involved in the planning process, and we are
waiting to hear from a few other potential planning committee members. Most of the
volunteer workers have done the same thing for the past two years, so we anticipate that
everything will run smoothly again in 2019.
Once again, because of the support and cooperation of so many parishioners, the festival
was also successful, bringing in over $40,000 in profit. Tina Russo has graciously agreed
to chair the festival again next year. Tina’s style of leadership is one of empowerment.
She encourages others to take leadership roles and gives them the support they need to do
their job well. The pre-planning process for the festival has already begun, and the call for
volunteers will begin after the holidays. We hope that everyone will get involved in some
capacity. The festival is an important fund-raising activity for the parish, but it is also an
amazing community-building event.

More Parish News…
Eternal Rest Grant Unto them, O Lord...

November is the month when we celebrate All Souls Day and pray for our loved ones who have
died. This November marked the passing of Roy Kreissl, a long-time parishioner, festival chair
person for many years, and a former maintenance worker for the parish. Our love and support
will continued for Dixie, who is now living at St. Margaret Hall in O’Bryonville. We hope that we
can provide transportation assistance for Dixie so she can continue to celebrate the Sunday
Eucharist in the parish she and Roy loved so dearly.
Thea Padgett, our parish accountant for the past two years, died on November 13. Thea did a
tremendous job in maintaining our financial records. She was a great help to me because of
her keen organizational skills. I have been working with the Archdiocesan Finance Office to
make certain that our bills are paid and that our financial records are being maintained until we
hire a new accountant.
Our prayers and sympathy are also extended to Jenny Graf, whose father died, and to Nancy
Savage, whose sister died this month.

Staff Transitions

I have decided to use this time of transition to make some other changes within the parish staff.
Amy Obermeyer has accepted my offer to become the Director of Special Projects for the
parish. Amy will now be the liaison for all couples who will be getting married at our parish to
make certain that all their preparation is complete. She will also schedule the coordinators for
each wedding.
Amy we will also be taking on more responsibility for updating the parish website on a regular
basis and working with other volunteers to update postings on other social media. She will also
coordinate other publicity for the parish.
Since Amy will now be a member of the parish staff, she will no longer be able to serve as a
member of parish council. However, one of Amy’s responsibilities will be to serve as the
recording secretary for Parish Council and Finance Council. This procedure is recommended
by the Archdiocese so that all members of the councils can be fully engaged in the discussion
during the meetings.
And finally, Amy will help coordinate other special projects and events - something she has
been doing as a volunteer for years!

Retirement Fund for Religious

Sister Cookie Crowley, S.C., who grew up in Mt. Adams, will speak at all the Masses this
weekend - Dec. 1-2 . Sister Cookie will talk about the annual collection that helps support
retired religious sisters, brothers and priests. We will have a second collection both this weekend and next weekend for the fund for Retired Religious.

Special Collections
December 1-2 and December 8-9

Christmas Schedule

Please note that our Christmas schedule is changing this year. The schedule will be as follows:

Christmas Eve: Mass: 4:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Carols: 10:00 p.m. Mass: 10:30 p.m.
Christmas Day Mass: 10:30 a.m.
New Saturday Schedule

Beginning Saturday, January 5, our Saturday Mass will be at 4:00 p.m. This change will
make it possible for weddings to begin at 6 PM - a change that has been suggested by many
couples over the years because then their receptions can start earlier.

Monthly Hospitality

The women’s prayer group has offered to host monthly hospitality gatherings after the 10:30
Mass on the first Sunday of each month. Beginning in January, we will honor all parishioners who
are celebrating their birthdays during that month. On December 2, the first hospitality gathering,
we will welcome all the new parishioners who registered in our parish during 2018. We are
hoping to offer occasional hospitality after the Saturday Mass and the 8:00 Mass on Sunday in
the future.

Welcoming New Parishioners

At the last Parish Council meeting, we had a very good discussion about ways in which we could
do a better job as a community to welcome new parishioners. Dennis and Susan Daugherty have
agreed to chair a committee that will make certain that members of the committee meet with new
parishioners as soon as possible after they register so they can receive the information they need
to become involved in parish ministries and other activities.

Second Surgery for the Pastor

I am scheduled to have hip replacement surgery for my right leg on December 11. It is likely that I
will be out of commission for a few days, but I hope to be back in full capacity for Christmas.

Chamber Music Series

Our chamber music series continues this Sunday, December 2 at 5:00 p.m. The CCM
students who perform at these concerts are outstanding musicians. The concerts provide a
wonderful opportunity to sit and relax while listening to beautiful music. Please join us if you can!

HVAC

Century Solutions is wrapping up the final work on the heating and air-conditioning system for the
church, the parish offices and the rectory living quarters. We will continue to monitor the
temperature in the church as the cold winter months approach.
We have been able to pay $157,000 so far without taking any money out of our reserves. It is
likely that we will need to transfer money from the reserves as the final payments are due.
Information will be included in the bulletin to keep everyone informed about how much we need
to transfer. Just think… if everyone decided to make a large Christmas offering early this year,
maybe we would not have to use any of our reserves for the HVAC project at all!

As we think about ways that we can work together
to replenish our reserve funds, I would encourage
parishioners to consider becoming members of the
Tree of Life Honor & Memorial Society. This is a
way you can remember family members or friends
who have died or honor the members of your family
who have considered Holy Cross-Immaculata to be
their spiritual home. The banner that is now hanging
on the wall in the back of the church is only a prototype of what the actual memorial will look like. The
company is doing their best to build the display so
that it will be installed in the church by Christmas.
The actual memorial display will be made of wood
paneling. The display will also include a timeline of
the history of the parish.

When we first announced this project, many parishioners asked if there would be the possibility
of making installment payments until the total $1,500 was paid. We discussed this at Parish
Council and decided that as we kick off the campaign, we will permit families who make their
first payment in December to make installment payments in increments of three or five
monthly payments. If you make $300 for five months, your memorial leaf will be added
to the tree by Easter and you will be eligible to take part in the celebration that is being
planned in May.
Included in this mailing is a brochure that describes Tree of Life Honor & Memorial Society.
If you are not able to become a member of the Honor & Memorial Society, we hope that you will
consider other ways that you can provide an extra gift to our parish this year. Many options for
planned giving are available, such as including Holy Cross-Immaculata in your will, making a
periodic bequest to the parish that is above and beyond your weekly contribution, or donating
stocks or bonds to the parish. We have a few parishioners who write a check each January for
their full contribution to the parish. We also encourage you to use the Faith Direct Electronic
Payment system since your weekly contribution is set, even if you are traveling. We are a small
community, and so, planned giving really does help us in our daily operations.
One final suggestion as a way to give a gift to the parish this Christmas is to consider being a
sponsor for some of the items we need for our weekly celebrations. For example, we need to
replace two of the yearly lectionaries because the bindings are damaged. I have come up with a
new plan for storing the books so that they will not be damaged in the future. We are also in
need of new altar cloths, new corporals for the altar, a second communion dish and a few other
items in the sacristy. If you would like to help defray the cost of these items, please let me know.
I can provide you with the cost. We will gladly accept full or partial sponsorships!

Please plan to come to the first of our monthly hospitality gathering after
the 10:30 Mass on December 2nd in the parish center. This is a great chance
for all who have registered in the parish this year to receive the warm
welcome they deserve.
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HAMBER

USIC

Sunday, December 2, 5:00

ERIES

p.m.

Brahms String Sextet B flat, Op. 18 Tchaikovsky String Sextet in D Minor, Op. 70 “Souvenir de Florence”

There will be no charge for the concerts, but a free-will offerings will benefit a local charity.

Return Your

Monday December 3, 2018

Gift By

7:00 p.m.

Dec. 9th

Hilltoppers December Event December 12
Mass at 10:00 in the church followed by a visit to the

Congratulations

Sarah Danielson & Alvaro Pasquel
Married November 23, 2018
Collection Report
November 17 & 18, 2018
Each year the expense for our Christmas
décor and music ministry is offset by your
generous donations to the Christmas Flower
Fund. You can make your donation using your
weekly contribution Envelope or your Faith
Direct account
Visitors can pick up an envelope from the
tables by the Church exits.

The Deadline for acknowledgement in
the Christmas Bulletin is Sunday,
Dec.16th.

Collection:
Votive Candles:

$ 2612.00
$ 130.00

Total Parish Revenue

$ 2742.00

Catholic Campaign
for Human Development: $844
November 24 & 25 collection will
be reported in Dec. 9 bulletin.

READINGS

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
SATURDAY

VIGIL MASS FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 1

4:30 p.m. Mass: Mary Ann Sweeney (Nancy Feldman)

SUNDAY

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 2

8:00 a.m. Mass: People of the Parish

Jer 33:14-16
1 Thes 3:12--4:2

10:30 a.m. Mass: Stan & Nora Schack and
William & Mary Beiting (Mary Kay Arnold)

Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

MONDAY

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER, Priest

Is 2:1-5

December 3

6:30 p.m. Mass: People of the Parish

Mt 8:5-11

TUESDAY

ST. JOHN DAMASCENE, Priest & Doctor of the Church

Is 11:1-10

December 4

8:00 a.m. Mass: People of the Parish

Lk 10:21-24

WEDNESDAY

ADVENT WEEKDAY

Is 25:6-10a

December 5

8:00 a.m. Roy Kreissl (Jim & Mellen Horrigan)

Mt 15:29-37

THURSDAY

ST. NICHOLAS, Bishop

Is 26:1-6

December 6

8:00 a.m. Communion Service

Mt 7:21, 24-27

FRIDAY

ST. AMBROSE, Bishop & Doctor of the Church

Is 29:17-24

December 7

8:00 a.m. Mass: Ronald C. Smith (Carol Smith)

Mt 9:27-31

SATURDAY

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

December 8

VIGIL MASS SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
4:30 p.m. Mass: Kevin & Tom Pelzel (Nancy Feldman)

SUNDAY

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Bar 5:1-9

December 9

8:00 a.m. Mass: JoAnn Simon (Paul & Sally Simon)

Phil 1:4-6, 8-11

10:30 a.m. Mass: People of the Parish

Lk 3:1-6

Liturgical Ministry Schedule
Weekend of December 8 & 9, 2018
Saturday 4:30

Sunday 8:00

Sunday 10:30

Sacristan:
Server:
Lector:

Georgia Curran

Jerry Fuell

Kathy Mayer

Kalyn Obermeyer

Bob Schroer

Keith Giessler

Sandy Olliges

Jim Steiner, Don Capannari

Kelly Zilli, Alice Rogers Uhl

EM:
EM:

Kevin Harris

Linda Capannari

Anna Cristo, Andrew Poole

Georgia Curran

TBA

Michelle Cristo, Ann Nickolas

Counters: Jerry Fuell, Elaine Fuell, Mike Brill

