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“The Church of the Steps”
Father Len Fecko, Pastor
30 Guido St. Cincinnati, OH 45202
Phone: 513-721-6544
Fax: 513-721-6177
Parish Office Hours: 8:30 am—3:30 pm M-F
Website: www.hciparish.org
Office Email: holymac30@fuse.net

Bulletin email: hcibulletin@gmail.com

Pastor’s Email: holymacpastor@fuse.net

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE:
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE:

Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.
Monday: 6:30 p.m.
T-W-F: 8:00 a.m.
Thursday Communion Service: 8:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 3:30-4:00 p.m. (or by appointment)
SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call Parish Office
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM & SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: Check website or call Parish Office

PARISH STAFF:

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Pastor: Father Len Fecko

Steve Nickolas, Chair
Amy Obermeyer, Recording Secretary
Mike Brill
Georgia Curran
Gregg Herrmann
Susan Miller
Alice Rogers-Uhl
Tina Russo
Chris Ruth

Deacon Tracy Jamison
Deacon Tom Graber
Pastoral Assistant: Elaine Fuell
Office Manager: Letty Hater Schroer
Receptionist: Sharon Bertsch
Parish Accountant: Thea Padgett
Choir Director: J.C. Rocha
Maintenance: Eric Turner, Debbie Yacchari
Wedding Music & Liturgy Coordinator:
Blake Callahan

FINANCE COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Kathy Mayer, Chair
Heather Turner, Recording Secretary
Dennis Daugherty
Marilyn Ormsbee
Eric Koren
Pete Prokop
Bill Moran
Eric Soper

SATURDAY
March 3

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

READINGS

ST. KATHARINE DREXEL, Virgin
VIGIL MASS FOR THE THRID SUNDAY OF LENT

Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8,
12-171
Cor 1:22-25 Jn 2:13-25

4:30 Mass: Mary Ann Sweeney (Nancy Savage)
SUNDAY

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

March 4

8:00 Mass: Mary Hogan (Mary Capannari)
10:30 Mass: People of the Parish

MONDAY

LENTEN WEEKDAY

March 5

6:30 p.m. Mass: Perry Yun (Ben & Mimi Yun)
Birthday Remembrance

TUESDAY

LENTEN WEEKDAY

March 6

8:00 a.m. Mass: Kathy Kanet (Robert & Linda Hogel)

WEDNESDAY
March 7

2 Kgs 5:1-15b
Lk 4:24-30
Dn 3:25, 34-43
Mt 18:21-35

STS. PERPETUA & FELICITY, Martyrs

Dt 4:1, 5-9
Mt 5:17-19

8:00 a.m. Mass: Mary Ann Sweeney (Patricia Perry)

THURSDAY

ST. JOHN OF GOD, Religious

March 8

8:00 a.m. Communion Service

FRIDAY

ST. FRANCES OF ROME, Religious

March 9

Day of Abstinence
8:00 a.m. Mass: Kathy Kanet (Paul & Sally Simon)

SATURDAY

VIGIL MASS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

March 10

Ex 17:3-7
Rom 5:1-2, 5-8
Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-

Jer 7:23-28
Lk 11:14-23
Hos 14:2-10
Mk 12:28-34
Hos 6:1-6
Lk 18:9-14

4:30 Mass: Jim Crowley (Crowley Family)

SUNDAY

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

March 11

8:00 Mass: People of the Parish
10:30 Mass: Manny Rao (Paula Rao)
6th Death Anniversary

2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23
Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21

Liturgical Ministry Schedule
Weekend of March 10-11, 2018
Saturday 4:30

Sunday 8:00

Sunday 10:30

Sacristan:

Georgia Curran

Cliff Reifel

Brenda Herrin

Server:
Lector:

Keith Giessler

Bob Schroer

Keith Giessler

Sandy Olliges

Jim Goldschmidt, Jim Steiner

Warren Bertsch, Kelli Zilli

EM:
EM:

Kevin Harris

Eric Soper

Glen Graf, Jenny Graf

Georgia Curran

TBA

John Graf, Ann Nickolas

Counters: Elaine Fuell, Jerry Fuell, Mike Brill

At the February meetings of the Parish Council and
Finance Council we discussed a number of suggestions that have
been made by parishioners regarding our buildings and grounds.
We prioritized many good and interesting ideas that have been
presented according to our “needs” as opposed to our “wants” since
we know that we are not in the position of being able to fund every
project that was suggested. At this time, we want all our
parishioners to know about one project that is currently underway
and a second project that we are investigating.
The first project involves cosmetic improvements to the parish center. All the rooms on
the first floor are being painted. New curtains are planned for the windows. All the old (and
gross) stained carpeting will be removed from all three rooms and new carpet tiles will be
installed. We wanted to install laminate flooring, but because the floors in the building are so
uneven, the cost of laminate flooring would be prohibitive. The industrial carpet squares that are
now available are stain resistant, more durable, and one tile can easily be removed if it is stained
or damaged.
Once the work is done, we will be rearranging some of the tables and chairs in all the
rooms to provide more flexibility for the programs and events that are regularly scheduled in the
building.
The room that borders Guido St. will continue to be used as a small dining room for the
Orange Marmalade Society’s Friday breakfasts, but it will also become the preparation and
waiting room for brides and their bridesmaids. We plan to use moveable room dividers to create
an area where unused tables and chairs can be stored out of sight. A small seating area is also
planned that will be more comfortable for the brides. This plan should also provide the flexibility
of using the room for small discussion groups and for other meetings.
The other large room on the east side of the building will continue to be set up as a dining
room. Because this room has acoustical ceiling tiles, it is not as noisy as the front (west) room.
We plan to set the room using round tables rather than the oblong rectangular tables, although
we will have the flexibility of using the oblong tables if needed or requested.
The large front (west) room facing the parking lot will also be set up for multiple purposes.
A small section of the room will include a seating area that can be used for bible studies,
discussion groups or informal meetings. The remaining area of the room will be set up as a
conference room, utilizing the rectangular tables. New lighting fixtures are being installed since
this room has high ceilings. The high ceilings should provide better acoustics for conferencetype meetings. We will evaluate whether the sound system that was installed many years ago
can be used in any or all the rooms.
We anticipate that the painting will be finished and the carpet squares installed before
Good Friday, so we will be able to show off our renovations to our visitors.
Parishioners who plan to attend the soup suppers the next few weeks will get a glimpse of
the work that has already been done and a preview of what is to come. The renovation project
is sure to stimulate some interesting dinner conversations!

The second project that is currently being investigated is the
feasibility of installing a new heating and air-conditioning system in
the church and rectory, and perhaps the parish center as well. Our
current boiler system has most likely been due for a major overhaul or
replacement for ten years or more. The band aid approach to
maintenance has probably been used for that same time period. This year alone we have spent
over $3,000 fixing minor leaks. Eventually we are going to face a problem that will not be able to
be patched. We know that the technology exists that will allow us to do away with the boiler
altogether—at least for the church and rectory. That means that we can eliminate the “percussion
of the pipes” that everyone at the 4:30 and 8:00 liturgies endured last weekend. On Monday
evening, during the consecration at the evening Mass, the noise level was the worst I have
experienced. It is bad enough when this happens at our regular liturgies, but at least we know our
regular parishioners understand the problem, but it is more embarrassing (and unacceptable)
when this happens during a funeral or a wedding!
The new systems we are investigating will also make it possible to remove the (loud)
air-conditioning blowers in the choir loft. The new systems are more efficient, more effective, and
the companies we have met with assure us that they are blessedly quiet!
Since the rectory and offices are attached to the church, it makes sense to upgrade both
buildings at the same time. It might be possible to continue to use the smaller boiler to heat the
parish center, but the new system that has the combined heating and air-conditioning units will
definitely be considered.
As most of you know, any time a major project like this is being
considered, the Archdiocese must be involved to make certain that we
follow policies and procedures. We have begun that process and I was
impressed with the help and cooperation that was provided.
As we move forward with the investigation of the scope of the
project and the projected cost involved, we will publish the information
in the bulletin.

Each year the expense for our Easter décor and music ministry
is offset by your generous donations to the Easter Flower Fund.
Envelope users will find envelopes in your contribution packets.
Drop your donation envelope in the collection basket or at the
parish office.
Faith Direct participants can access their account and select
Easter Flowers - then just enter your donation amount. Your
donation designation can be placed in the Notes section.
Visitors can pick up envelope from the tables by the Church exits.
The Deadline for acknowledgement for memorial contributions in the Easter Bulletin is March 25th.

Wednesday, March 7:

Soup Supper: 5:30 p.m. - 7:00

Collection Report
Thank You to everyone who
generously support our parish

March 7
5:30—7:00 p.m.

Collection Report: February 24 & 25, 2018
Sunday Collection:
Monthly EFT/Credit Card
Votive Candles:

$2209.00
$.00
$156.00

Total Revenue

$2365.00

in the

Parish Center
Soups Provided By:
March 7: Parish Council
March 14: Finance Committee

Thanks to all for making our
Soup Suppers such a success.
Stations of the Cross

The Sacrament of Reconciliation Schedule:

Tuesdays 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 3:30-4:00 p.m.
Other times by appointment. Please call the Parish Office: 721-6544.

Monday, March 5
after the 6:30 p.m. Mass

WEDNESDAY, March 7
enten

pirituality

7:00 p.m.
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will be celebrated at 7:30 p.m. in the church.
The Hilltoppers will celebrate our Irish heritage on
Tuesday, March 20, 2018.
The day will begin with Mass at 10:30 a.m. followed by lunch
at O'Bryon's Bar & Grill located at 1998 Madison Rd.
Contact the parish office (721-6544) to let us know you are
planning to attend or if you need transportation.

sláinte mhaith!

Performance Schedule:
Lockland Christian Church
Sunday, March 18 3 p.m.
Saturday, March 24 7 p.m.
Sunday, March 25 3 p.m.
Mount St. Joseph University
Thursday, March 29 7 p.m.
Friday, March 30 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 31 3 p.m.
Phone 859-392-0129 for information.
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In February 1917 America was at war. Like
other parishes throughout the United States, St. John
the Baptist Church in Over-the-Rhine had readily
given men to the armed forces during World War
I. Eight of them had already been killed in action.
The pastor, Franciscan Fr. Richard Wurth, was
deeply saddened by the loss of these eight young
men and considered how he and his parishioners
could offer support for the others serving in active
duty. He remembered how the peasants of
Oberammergau in the Bavarian Alps had escaped
the Black Death in the 17th century by vowing to
produce a Passion Play every ten years.
With hope in his heart, Father Wurth decided on
a similar strategy. He produced Veronica, or the Holy
Face, a play centered on the passion and death of
Christ. After the third and final performance, he
called all of the actors together backstage. Realizing
there had not been any more battle-related
casualties, they joined hands in thanksgiving and
solemnly pledged to present a passion play annually
thereafter for the continued protection of those
serving in the war. In 1918, the following year, the St.
John Passion Play was established. Since that time,
that promise has not been broken.
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SUPPORT OUR PARISH OUTREACH: HOPE EMERGENCY
CURRENT NEEDS: Razors, Deodorant, Tooth Brushes, Toothpaste,
Feminine Hygiene Products, Dish soap and household cleaning projects.

DO YOU NEED NEW SOCKS?

Consider buying Bombas
socks as a way of helping the homeless. Socks are the #1 most
requested clothing item at homeless shelters, but unfortunately,
most homeless shelters cannot accept used socks because of
health regulations.

One pair of Bombas socks = One pair donated to a homeless shelter.
Bom-bas is derived from the Latin word for bumblebee. Bees live in hives and work
together to make their world a better place. They’re small, but their combined actions
have a big impact on the world. That’s why the motto for Bombas socks is “bee better.”
The slogan is knitted on the inside of each pair of Bombas socks as a reminder that you
helped someone in need with your purchase and as a reminder that little improvements
can add up to make a big difference!
For more information o to www.bombas.com/Socks or call 866-547-4694.

